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for the night feeling that there would have to be a showdown
and probably a new Cabinet the next morning.
But before the new morning dawned Hitler had struck. The
French Cabinet closed ranks temporarily, for obviously there
could not be a change In the High Command In the very
moment of attack. General Gamelln, however, can hardly
have felt sure that morning whether or not he was to remain
Commander-in-Chief. Perhaps, even, the uncertainty of his
position was one of the factors which impelled him to make
rather rash decisions about how many troops should be sent
into Belgium and Holland and about how far they should be
ordered to try to go. This is speculation. But the fact of a
definite split in the French Cabinet over the efficiency of the
French High Command at the very moment when the cam-
paign opened in the Low Countries is not in doubt.
The Cabinet crisis in Paris merged with the Cabinet crisis
in London, to provide the Germans, not with the opportunity
for a tactical surprise, for that was hardly conceivable, but with
an opportunity to act when the men in charge of the destinies
of both the Allied Powers were preoccupied with personal and
political quarrels.